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The European Credit Transfer System was initially set up in 1989 within the framework of the Commission’s Erasmus programme. Its aim was to facilitate the recognition of study periods undertaken abroad by mobile students through the transfer of credits. The increasing convergence of European higher education through the Bologna Process has given new importance to the ECTS, which is now also becoming a widely recognised system of credit accumulation for regular study periods. To ensure the objectives of this system, namely the recognition of study periods and the transparency of qualifications, a correct implementation is indispensable. The Commission has therefore created an ECTS Label, which functions as a three-year distinction for institutions applying the system reliably and properly throughout their departments. The first annual round of applications started in November 2003. The following is a synopsis of the selection results.

Number of applications: 91
Austria 4

Belgium 15

Bulgaria 1

Cyprus 1

Czech Republic 4

Germany 5

Denmark 3

Estonia 4

Spain 4

Finland 15

France 2

Hungary 1

Iceland 1

Italy 4

Lithuania 1

Netherlands 3

Norway 2

Poland 5

Portugal 5

Romania 2

Sweden 3

Slovak Republic 1

Turkey 3

United Kingdom 2

Selected institutions: 10

3 Belgian and 2 Finnish institutions have been selected for the award as well as one from each of the following countries: Austria, Norway, Poland, Portugal and Spain. Most of these have impressed the evaluating experts by an excellent implementation of the ECTS in all first and second cycle degree programmes, a user-friendly Information Package / Course Catalogue in the local language and in English (in hard copy or on the web) and transparent recognition documents in form of Learning Agreements, Transcripts of Records and Proofs of Recognition.

The spread is more or less even between universities and polytechnics / colleges / universities of applied sciences. Moreover, both larger and smaller institutions were able to submit successful applications. These results indicate that the award of the Label is, in reality, possible for any higher education institution.

Most common reasons for unsuccessful applications
The low number of prospective Label holders (10%) may initially come as a shock, although the rather straightforward reasons for rejection ought to give rise to optimism: Most institutions ruled themselves out by submitting incomplete applications, a problem that could be solved without much ado during the next round. Failure to submit a course catalogue in one or both of the required languages, to recognise study periods fully and appropriately, or to use the credits correctly were but a few examples leading to ineligibility. The requirements and application guidelines are nonetheless clearly stated in several Commission documents (the Label application form and the ECTS brochure can be found on the Commission’s web pages). This means that the institutions in question could easily be awarded the Label, given that they follow the guidelines carefully.

List of Selected Iinstitutions for the ECTS Label – First Round 1 November 2003

29283 Technische Universitaet Graz, AT

28084 Faculté Universitaire des Sciences Agronomiques de Gembloux, BE

103466 University of Antwerp, BE

27910 Universiteit Gent, BE

38034 Universidad de Deusto, ES

29323 Arcada –Nylands Svenska Yrkeshogskola, FI

29580 Lappeenranta University of Technology FI

29646 Hogskolen i Agder, NO

43404 Agricultural University of Wroclaw, PL

29154 University of Aveiro PT
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