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The purpose of the Diploma Supplement is to provide sufficient independent data to improve the international ‘transparency’ and fair academic and professional recognition of qualifications (diplomas, degrees, certificates etc.). The model was developed by the European Commission, Council of Europe and UNESCO/CEPES and is designed to provide a description of the nature, level, context, content and status of the studies that were pursued and successfully completed by the individual named on the original qualification to which this supplement is appended. The Commission has, after a round of applications last November, awarded a Label to institutions ensuring transparency and recognition by issuing correct Diploma Supplements. The following is a synopsis of the selection results.

Number of applications: 85
Austria 1

Belgium 4

Czech Republic 1

Germany 6

Denmark 9

Estonia 1

Finland 12

France 1

Netherlands 2

Norway 25

Poland 1

Portugal 1

Sweden 17

Slovenia 1

Turkey 3

Selected institutions: 28
Judging from the amount of successful applications (33%), it is evident that the requirements for the Diploma Supplement Label are considerably easier to fulfil than those for the ECTS Label. 

One of the smallest Bologna countries, Norway, produced as much as half of the successful applications. The Nordic countries are together responsible for over 75% of the awards, with Sweden and Finland receiving 3 each and Denmark 2. Germany submitted 2 successful applications and Austria, Estonia, Poland and Portugal were able to gain one award each.

Norway’s success may be attributed to its Government, which issued a letter requesting that all universities/university colleges start using the Diploma Supplement immediately. By the end of 2001 all institutions had developed the supplement and started issuing it automatically. Its use has been made obligatory by the Ministry’s request.
Most common reasons for unsuccessful applications
As with the ECTS applications, the most pertinent problem is rather easy to solve: Unsuccessful applicants failed to follow the guidelines set out in the explanatory notes and thus did not provide the required information in all eight sections of the supplement. The most frequent omissions were under section 4 (“information on the contents and results gained”). This was particularly the case for the “programme details” under subsection 4.3 (e.g. modules or units studied), and the individual grades/marks/credits obtained. Most of the institutions concerned announced annexes by way of filling in the relevant sections, but they did not submit any such material to support their application. Failure to supply information on the “national higher education system” under section 8 equally led to the rejection of a considerable number of applications.
List of Selected Institutions for the DS label – First Round 1 November 2003

28505
PÄDAGOGISCHE  AKADEMIE DES BUNDES IN NÖ, AT

28375
FACHHOCHSCHULE STRALSUND, DE

28749
HANDELSHOCHSCHULE LEIPZIG GMBH, DE

28824
SYDDANSK UNIVERSITET, DK

101822
DANMARKS PÆDAGOGISKE UNIVERSITET, DK

64947
ESTONIAN BUSINESS SCHOOL, EE

29497
OULUN SEUDUN AMMATTIKORKEAKOULU, FI

29560
TAMPEREEN YLIOPISTO, FI

29574
LAUREA-AMMATTIKORKEAKOULU, FI

29625
HØGSKOLEN I BODØ, NO

29627
HØGSKOLEN I LILLEHAMMER, NO

29642
HØGSKOLEN I NARVIK, NO

29643
UNIVERSITETET I  BERGEN, NO

29646
HØGSKOLEN I AGDER, NO

29650
NORGES VETERINÆRHØGSKOLE, NO

29652
HØGSKOLEN I NORD-TRØNDELAG, NO

29654
HØGSKOLEN I TROMSØ, NO

29684
HØGSKOLEN I SØR-TRØNDELAG, NO

29714
UNIVERSITETET I OSLO, NO

29724
UNIVERSITETET I TROMSØ, NO

29726
HØGSKOLEN I MOLDE, NO

100293
HØGSKOLEN I GJØVIK, NO

218548
HØGSKOLEN I ÅLESUND, NO

68668
WYZSZA SZKOLA HUMANISTYCZNO-EKONOMICZNA W LODZI, PL

29238
UNIVERSIDADE DO MINHO, PT

29350
UPPSALA UNIVERSITET, SE

29369
MÄLARDALENS HÖGSKOLA, SE

29375
VÄXJÖ UNIVERSITET, SE
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